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society into two classes only. The distinction of a third and
supreme social order is based on other conditions, which,
if they are not its originating causes, at least constitute the
grounds for its preservation. As the limits that formerly
marked off social classes from each other are gradually
effaced in the free competition for social rank, it becomes
desirable to offset this continual movement and flux of
society by creating a more permanent and stable class, which
shall include the representatives of the supreme power in
the State. The leading motive here is identical with that
which impels us to preserve the State from the disturbances
attendant on competition for the highest places, by limiting
royal authority to a single family; and to regard the
permanence of such authority as an outward sign of the
permanence of the political order. Naturally, this motive
will govern the social order as long as any importance is
attached to the corresponding political theory. Hence the
highest social class tends to disappear with the introduction
of republican forms of government.

While, as all this shows, the social order is not a creation
existing merely for the sake of the individual; while it
need not seek its justification in the services it does to
individuals, yet we must not neglect? the fact that here, too,
social ends react to the advantage of individual ends, and
that the individual gains more from the division of society
into classes than he could gain from a dissolution of the
social order and a levelling of all distinctions/ Aside from
those features of the moral life already mentioned in our
discussion of the individual's position as a citizen, which
are peculiar to different stations in life, and which would, of
course, vanish if social differences were abolished, the in-
dividual's effort to advance his station has introduced into
the civilisation of to-day a certain factor that, while it
involves its own dangers, like every new aid to morality,